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Claremont Primary School Newsletter 

12th June 2020 

 

Wow! What a week!  

This week we have been able to safely welcome back 143 children; it has been amazing to feel the energy and hear 

children learning, chatting, laughing and singing.  

Your supportive comments to our team have been so welcome in a time that is plagued with change, guidance and 

misrepresentation. The Claremont team are so dedicated to your children so as we have had some requests to 

understand the process, I thought I would share how things are for both teachers and the support staff team as I know 

this is the unseen.  

All of the fourteen classrooms are now being used as we have twelve bubbles for year groups R, 1 and 6 and two full 

bubbles for critical workers’ and vulnerable children. The hall is being used for two bubbles at a time over an hour and 

a half lunchtime, and every outdoor space has been assigned to a bubble on a timetable. Every bubble has a bubble 

leader and a person assigned to cover breaks and lunches. To limit cross infection and accommodate social distancing 

for staff we have had to assign the library/ resource room to an additional staff room, and we have an isolation room 

in the lodge. Most of the resources and excess items from the classrooms have been removed from them in line with 

DfE and LA guidance and are stored in the cloakrooms.  

 

 

The staggered starts and finish times mean the school day starts earlier for all staff now, both working inside and 

outside of school, to allow for preparation before the first entry at 08:30am. By 03:15pm the last of the bubbles have 

left. The teachers then have to thoroughly clean all of the resources the children have used both inside and outdoors 

before they begin to prep for the following day. As you know they then read and feedback, like and approve all work 

uploaded for their class on the Dojo platform into the evening. The teachers of year groups 2,3,4 and 5 are on the rota 

for the Critical worker/ vulnerable child groups and so are now coming into school twice a week if they are not 

shielding.  Again they upload, plan, approve, like and feedback through the day as the work comes through, and that 

continues until later in the evening. As there are three tasks now for the children daily, that means that for the teacher 

there are approximately 90 pieces of dojo work a day to read through in order to like, approve or feedback unless it is 

a PE day or project work which would mean that goes down to approximately 60.  

All teachers have maintained their planning in line with what they would normally teach in school at this time of year 

following the National Curriculum. In addition, the normal meetings take place throughout the week virtually both 

during and after school times for all staff members in-line with the running and communication of the school.  

Since the announcement that there are no plans to open schools to all year groups unless a school is able, I have been 

working to see what we might be able to offer. As you can see from above, the offer will be limited, and may not 
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Supporting Children’s Emotional Wellbeing 

These resources have been shared by the Kent Educational Psychology Service to support children’s 

wellbeing. We hope you find them useful. 

Young Minds have information, resources and a helpline for parents. 0808 802 5544 

MindEd is a free educational resources on children and young people’s mental health for all adults. 

https://www.minded.org.uk/ 

Anna Freud Centre offers a range of resources that include free podcasts to help  parents and carers 

manage child and family mental health issues. https://www.annafreud.org/ 

Kent Resilience Hub is aimed at children between the ages of 10 and 16. A place where you can 

improve your understanding and find tools and approaches to help build your child’s resilience. 

https://kentresiliencehub.org.uk/ 

Covibook is an interactive resource designed to support and reassure children aged 7 and under, 

designed to help children explain and draw the emotions they might be experiencing. 

https://www.mindheart.co/descargables 

include everyone but I am hoping to share with you early next week rationale for the decisions made. It is indeed a 

challenging and frustrating time for you and for us, particularly when we know children thrive from contact with each 

other. It is, and always has been, our intention to get as many children back to normal safely as soon as possible to 

help their well-being and learning. We recognise that all children would benefit from being in school; all children will 

most certainly have some catch up needed. I am also working on plans for September when I hope we will all be back 

together.  

As always, thank you for your support. Have a good weekend.  

Candi Roberts  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Wednesday 24th June is an INSET day 

for all staff who will be required to 

attend training as planned. 

School will therefore be closed to all 

children including the Key Worker 

groups, Heroes and Stars, and there 

will be no work set on Class Dojo. 

Oxford Owl 

 

As we are unable to send any books home at the 

moment, I just wanted to remind you of a 

useful resource to support reading. Oxford Owl 

is a fantastic resource where you can view the 

Oxford Reading Tree books online. Please see 

the attached document for support with using 

this resource.  

 

https://www.minded.org.uk/
https://www.annafreud.org/
https://kentresiliencehub.org.uk/
https://www.mindheart.co/descargables
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A note for School Council  

I wanted to give you an update for School Council – both for members of School 

Council but also for everyone else to read too. 

I am going to be working with School Council members (and Mrs Ball to begin 

with) once we return to school to see how we can continue the great work you 

have already started.  It is too tricky at the moment to have any meetings with 

you but Mrs Ball and I have been talking about what you’ve already done this 

year.  Mrs Ball and I are going to talk a bit more about the projects you have 

already discussed and see how we can move them on when we are all allowed to 

return to school. 

I have a list of names for School Council, but, as I don’t know any of you, it would 

be really nice if you could tell me a little bit about yourself – such as your name, 

class, pets, things you like doing.  If you ask a grown-up, they could help you send 

it to our admin email address for me to read. 

admin@claremont.kent.sch.uk 

I’m really looking forward to hearing from you and working with you. 

Mrs Seddon  

Safeguarding Update 

Several recognised organisations are providing online safety related home learning for 

parents and carers. A more detailed list can be found here but there are a few really good 

ones below: 

 

 
  

NCA-CEOP: Think U Know Home Activity Packs  

 
Childnet: Be Smart with a heart: Online videos 

 

 

 

Children’s Commissioner: Digital safety and wellbeing kit 

 

Parent Zone: The Be Internet Legends Hub  

 

https://www.theeducationpeople.org/blog/covid-19-online-safeguarding-resources-for-educational-settings-and-parents/
https://www.thinkuknow.co.uk/parents/Support-tools/home-activity-worksheets/
https://www.childnet.com/resources/video-lessons
https://www.childrenscommissioner.gov.uk/coronavirus/digital-safety-and-wellbeing-kit/
https://parentzone.org.uk/legendshome
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 Food: Eating the right foods 

Rest: Getting enough sleep 

Exercise: Being active 

Digital Devices: Managing time spent online 
 

Pressed picnic sandwich 
Ingredients: 

 long ciabatta loaf, sliced in half lengthways 

 3 tbsp olive oil 

 1 tbsp balsamic vinegar 

 2 garlic cloves, finely chopped 

 1 tsp Dijon mustard 

 2 big handfuls of baby spinach 

 8 marinated artichoke hearts from a jar, quartered 

 250g roasted red pepper from a jar 

 8 slices prosciutto 

 big handful of basil 

 125g ball mozzarella, cut into slices 

 ½ red onion, very finely sliced  

 

Method: 

1. Ask an adult to slice the ciabatta loaf in half lengthways and 

heat the oven to 200C/180C fan/gas 6. 

2. Put the ciabatta loaf halves, crust-side down, on a large baking tray and drizzle with a little olive oil. Pop them in 

the oven for a few mins until just golden and lightly toasted. 

3. Put the olive oil, balsamic vinegar, garlic and mustard in a bowl, then whisk them together with a fork. 

4. Remove the toasted ciabatta halves from the tray and drizzle the bottom slice with about half of the dressing. 

5. Arrange the rest of the ingredients in layers. Start with a large handful of baby spinach, then a few artichoke 

hearts. 

6. Next add the slices of pepper, the prosciutto, basil, mozzarella and, finally, the red onion. 

7. Drizzle over the rest of the dressing and pop the other slice of ciabatta on top. 

8. Press down on the sandwich to squash all the layers together. 

9. Wrap the sandwich in baking parchment and tie it together with a couple of pieces of string. 

10. Place a heavy baking tray on top of your sandwich and top it with weights or loaf tins filled with baking beans. 

Pop it all in the fridge overnight or until you are ready to eat it. Cut and serve in slices for the perfect picnic 

snack. 

 

 

 

Thank you all so much for your incredible donations of 
cleaning products. It’s such a relief to know that we are 
able to clean, wipe and sanitise everything. What a 
phenomenal community you are, we are so so lucky.  
 
Thank you from all the Claremont team.  
 

 


